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IN 2024: 51 WEDNESDAYS OF POETRY

IN 2024, THE BOSTON POETRY SLAM HOSTED 61 POETRY
NIGHTS. 50 of them happened downstairs at The Cantab Lounge on
Wednesdays. 9 shows happened at the Samuel Adams Brewery on

the first Monday of the month. 1 show was on a Wednesday at
The Central Square Theatre. All shows took place in Boston or

Cambridge, Massachusetts. There was one Wednesday show canceled

due to Christmas, which was rescheduled to Saturday! T @ T A L
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Express
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Begins...|/ slam start
8:00 pm 9:30 pm
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Slam/Feature
Begin

10:16 pm

9:53 pm

The 2024 opening spiel

lasted between 4 & 13 minutes, with an average time of 9 minutes.

The break between the open mic and the feature
lasted an average of 17.5 minutes, with a minimum of 8 minutes, and Total # of poems read on the mic
a maximum of 30 minutes.

There was one early show that started at 6:44 PM ﬁ;’izzﬁzi
& ended at 8:00 pm. *

Show Ends...

11:03 pm
9:31 pm
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Group pleC | There was only 1 week (05/08/24) this year
where there were no first timers on the mic, an

performed there was 1 week (02/21/24) where there were

first timers!

1st timers

(3.82 new

readers a week!)
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Although up to 5 poets are signed up for the
waitlist each week, on average, only 1.37 poets
per week were not called up to the stage due to
the time constraints of our show. We are
committed to getting as many people on the
mic as possible, so please let us know if you
ever don’t make it off the waitlist two times in
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TOTAL SHOW IN 2024
150
133 Languages on the open mic: English,

120 |— in attendance! Spanish, Russian, Arabic, Hebrew, j

Fillipino/Tagalog, Greek, German

90 —

The average total attendance was 83.74 people per
Wednesday, with six shows having 100 or more people
60 |— coming in and out throughout the night. Thank you to
the door staff of BPS and The Cantab Lounge for
monitoring the occupancy of our show, and making
sure it never exceeds its legal capacity! We respect the
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This graph is not representative of the total number of
people in the venue at one time, as some poets leave the
show early while others arrive late.




SLAMS...

There were 10 qualifying
and/or team-selection poetry
slams in 2024. We also had 11
themed shows:

ODEO (THE ODE RODEO)
NAPOWRIMO SLAM
CONTRAPUNTAL SLAM
TAG TEAM SLAM

HAIKU SHOWCASE

CAMPFIRE SLAM

2ND ANNUAL ALLSTON
CHRISTMAS SLAM /
FOUND POEM SLAM

BOSTON POETRY SLAM TEAM
FEATURE

2ND ANNUAL HAIKU
TOURNAMENT

COSTUME SLAM

3RD ANNUAL POETRY THEATRE
SHOWCASE

STAFF...

The 2024 staff of The Boston Poetry
Slam consisted of...

Myles Taylor
Michael F. Gill
Kat Anderson
Zeke Russell
Nayeli Mzin
March Penn
Katya Zinn
Aparna Paul
Briana Crockett
Amy Argentar
Alex Kist
& Brynna Boyd
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Our regular bartenders
were: Kat Anderson and Courtney
King, with fill-ins from Eva Malin,
TJ, and Chris Buchanan.

31 FEATURED POETS

Poets by the month they featured in...
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syan jay
Devin Kelly
Gabriel Ramirez
Mica Rich
Hailey Tran
Partridge Boswell
Amanda Shea
Brian S. Ellis
Greg Smith
Lynne Schmidt
Durane West
March Penn
Summer Farah
Legacy Thornton
Dariana Guerrero
Ellie Black
Stephanie Burt
Blue Nguyen
Tongo Eisen-Martin
Youssef Mohamed
Amelia Diaz Ettinger
RJ Walker
Liv Mammone
Crystal Valentine
Ayokunle Falomo
Michael Linehan
Mason Granger
Kenny Bradley
Mila Cuda
Duy Poan
Melissa Newman-Evans

THE 2024 BOSTON POETRY SLAM TEAM...

Brynna Boyd, Aparna Paul, Mary Schwabenland, Jennifer Martinez, and Katya Zinn.

The 2024 Boston Poetry Slam team is one of the most decorated in recent memory,
winning the 2024 Nossrat Yassini Festival Slam, the 2024 NorthBeast Regional Poetry Slam, and the 2024
Grudge Match versus Slam Free or Die.

After 8 open slams and 1 tournament, our 2024 Haiku Champion was Aparna Paul, who defeated Logan
Lopez after they went head to head for 15 rounds. Aparna has now won this tournament twice in a row,
and promises to vacate the throne in 2025!

THE WINNERS OF THE POETRY SLAMS AT OUR
MONTHLY SLAM ADAMS SHOWS WERE:

Daniel Letona, Will Leonard IV, Zeke Russell, Kai Wallin, Logan Lopez, Ilse Ruizvisfocri,
Cameron Vanderwerf, and Jennifer Martinez. Each of the winners faced off against each other in the 2024
Champion of Champions Slam, with Zeke Russell winning by a tenth of a point over Daniel Letona.

2024 READER FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES:

We had a total of 356 different readers on our open mic and poetry slams in 2024. We had 195 first time
readers this year. 77.80% of our community read between 1 and 5 poems in 2024. The rest performed even
more than that!
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POETS 90 29

(49.43%) read 1x EQAE];ZS (1319]3;1;()539

2024 OPEN MIC & VENUE
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR

JANUARY

Kaitie D workshop on writing and performing through the lens of repetition o
e Future slam team members Brynna Boyd & Mary Schwabenland show up to the Cantab =
for the 1st time and take it by storm S
e Amy Argentar and Michael F Gill do a group piece imagining what a poem would be g
like if it was the MBTA v
. . )
e The express lane portion of the open mic debuts =
z
FEBRUARY
e Zeke Russell workshop on using specific events & locations to connect
to the larger world
e Blind Date With A Book (where we sold poetry books based on a
one line description of its contents!)
e Dirty Haiku Slam featuring Siraj's infamous Taco Bell haiku
e Kai Wallin and Kaitie Dilan perform an Odesonnepuntal
(Ode/Sonnet/Contrapuntal) telling us all to be gay & do crimes =
e Maya Detwiller's non-linear ode to their ornithologist boyfriend &
leaves the audience swooning to the point that subsequent open &
mic-ers prefaced their poems by saying "I wish I was an ornithologist” or "I wish I was 3
dating an ornithologist." E
™
=
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e Otto Vock persona poem workshop & poetry submission workshop o
with Gemma Cooper-Novack

2024 BPS slam team selected!
Myles Taylor debuts a new piece about Pagliacci the Clown,
which gets a number of response poems on the open mic
throughout the year
Meaghan Ford, Otto Vock, and Alex Kist perform their
“secret agent trans” group piece
Boston Poetry Slam performs at the 2024 NeMLA Conference



POETS & THEIR NUMBER OF TIMES ON THE MIC...

It’s a difficult task to list all the regular readers, listeners, and visitors who came to our venue in 2024, but after looking at our open mic and slam sign-up sheets from
the past year, here’s our 2024 reading community. Honorable mention goes to Aylin Arruda, C.S. Taylor, and Willie Francis, our most dedicated listeners.

Cameron Vanderwerf
60

March Penn
54

Amy Argentar
50

Edie Churchill
49

Aparna Paul
48

Kai Wallin
4

Myles Taylor
4

Nayeli Mzin
40

Kat Anderson
39

Chris Rye
37

Kaitie Dilan
37

Briana Crockett
35

Mary Schwabenland
34

Ilse Ruizvisfocri
33

Will Leonard IV
32

Logan Lopez
31

Jennifer Martinez
31

Brynna Boyd
31

Michael F. Gill
31

Katya Zinn
31

Kat Gunther
30

Ericka Ainsley
30

Daniel Letona
28

Nick Roberts
28

Eddy Martinez
25

Cam Salvatore
25

[s.m.] DECKER
24

TJ Jones
24

Youssef Mohamed
23

Otto Vock
23

Keaton Howl
23

Sarah King
22

Sam O
22

Finn Flood
21

Ash Suttin
21

Kelsey Kessler
21

Isaiah Newman
21

Arielle Gray
19

Alex Kist
19

Ed Wilkinson
19

Zeke Russell
18

David F
18

Lys Maguire
16

Abe Brownell
15

Donovan Beck
14

Jack Chasse
14

Sam Bucci
13

Sue Savoy
13

Jarvis Subia
13

Allie Burke
12

Shawn Dermer
12

Jade Patricia Kleiner
12

Gel

12

Siraj Ali
12

Jacq Roderick
11

Charlie R
11

Sara H
10

Sonya McCree
10

AK
9

Portia Lee
9

Danny Riordan
8

Skylar Pape
8

Lila Heller
8

Maura Garland
8

Abbie Langmead
8

Meg Ford
8

Will Sisskind
8

Meredith Lakis
7

Kiana DeLeon
7

Erica Garcia
7

Ben Tolkin
7

Rene Ramos
7

Mookie Manalili
6

Mahathi Siddavatam
6

David Sherman
6

Phoebe Chan
6

Orion St Laurent
6

Meredith Olsson
6

River Vetter
6

Deirdre Mccarthy
5

Kris Cho
5

Danielle Gunderman
5

Iris Russell/Left Eye
5

Conor Lutts

5

Eli Kane
5

Iman Khondker
5

Lily Kohler/Lily K
5

Juliet Tomasuolo
5

Oliver Z
5

Casey ]
4

Will Flores
4

The Daft Hatter
4

Katie Catulle
4

Camila Clark
4

Chris Terry
4

Mica Rich
4

Ruby Rubix
4

Ember
4

Osama Brosh
4

Dylan Perry
4

Lynnette Ramsay
4

Colin Killick
4

Spencer
4

David Mingolla
4

Kelly (Ann) Walsh
4

Jay Kemp
4

Allie
4

Zachary Hersh
4

Colin Morgan
3

Casey Rose Parker
3

Rin/Ribs Mackenzie
3

Kelly Erin
3

Bob Cohen
3

Frank Lee
3

Kim
3

Rebecca
3

Dank The Poet
3

Zoe
3

Michael
3

Mia
3

RJ Walker
3

Mckendy Fils-Aimé
3

Saloni Kumar
3

Maya Detwiller
3

Elana Lev Friedland
3

Lee (Elyse) Hahn
3

Shivank Nayak
3

Finn Cuccia-Fenton
3

Zoey C
3

Guille
3

Kaitlin Gili
2

Pete W

Guy

Lou B
2

Jason
2

Adam Z
2

John Laghetto
2

Finnegan
2

Mariam

2

Raechel Segal
2

Kiipsay
2

Briana Cohen
2

Julian
2

Kayla
2

Ashley Halloway
/Cho
2

Jo
2

Lindsey Michelle
Williams
2

Jaclyn Torres
2

Hunter Dodril
2

Jocelyn
2

Jennah Figueroa
2

Carl
2

Baby
2

Holly
2

Sophie B
2

Rindala Fayyad
2

Colby
2

Shannon Russo
2

Jordan
2

Frances Sharples
2

James
2

Phoenix
2

Solana Diaz/Sol
2

Ida Rahimi
2

Tony
2

Grant Oliver/Iken
2

Zee Stewart
2

Tori P
2

Loc Ironwood
2

Lillie Clarke
2

Mar
2

Casey Coletti
2

Max
2

Hillary/Hill
2

Hallie Carton
2

An
2

Cail Cass
2

Alia

2

Hunter H
2

L] Gabriel

2

The following poets read 1x:
Cora L

Jiji

Kevin H
Laurence
Liliana X

Liz

Christian Moran
Caroline

Desi

Brenna Snyderman
Julie

Bayazid

Bubbles
Mayukha B

Daz

Nikki

Mina Troy
Kloud WU

Ella Q

Kondo

Agi

Melissa

Doreen

Ryan Wallace
Ada

Naya R

Katie Castile
Jon B

Michaela
Hannah D
Marlina
Cameron Beaty
Cammy Katz
Namratha

Eresh

Sramana
Charlie Os

JV Smoove

Liz from New Zealand
Annie Lynch
Satoni

Georgia

Dave

Joel

Kai B

Ronnie G
Gemma Cooper-Novack
Viori

Grey

Stevie Subrizi
Naveen

Kareem

Miko Lionne
Jake

Risse

Elijah Starr
Tongo Eisen-Martin
Bryan from MIT
Daniel Rivera
Apollo El-Khafib
Busstop Prophet
Chris

Kaveh

Ariel O'Donnell
Bre South

Jess Riz

Steven

Kayla

Annie

Jack Mac

Rach

Mad Intelligent
EV B-W

Edyth Moldow
Angel Williams
Oleg

Marina
mynameisblueskye
Grant Rizvi
Sandy Farrah
Hilary Lustick
Kirsten
Jeremiah Walton
Bridget

Aly Normal
Vidisha Agarwalla
Angel

Shanice

Callie

Jesse

Jenn

Sanjay Paul

Ami

Dio Zamora Ramirez
Nuff Said
Michael M

Logan

MyTien Huynh/My
Zoe Moore
Kismet Singh

Lee Ann

Chloe Wilson
Rishi

Shy

Winston Liao
Autumn M
Andrea Reies
Eliza

Larry

Sam A

Kimi

Tyler Gabriel Josma
Farah Masud
Leilani

Caitlin

Dan Carey
Mikaela

Jordan Knight
Ariel Robinson
Peter

August

Ariel Robinson

JJ Villan

Sonny Bono Lives
Rudolf Stueger
Taya

Victoria Faustin
Jess Pomponio
Colin Mcgloin
Flora Morgan
Matthew Litchfield
Chris Buchanan
Ani Meier

Anya Alyasson
Arabella

Bailey

Benny Alexander
Evris Oake

Fegan The Dog
Hani

Jackie Barnes
Jonathan

Kit

Lina

Moxie

Nark Lizard
Lawrence Stevenson
Natalia Anthony
Christopher Ripley
Newell

Allison

Brianna

John

Kevin Z
Macklyne

Sahfa Aboudkhil
Wonder Woman
Jamie Thurber
Walter Bacigalupo
Steve

Tif Wong

Riva

Charlie Jay
Racquel Levia
Emily Y

Norm

Victor

AC

Rian Carnation
Becca Coronel
Mars

Oisin Roue

Kevin Spak
Steven Mugs Myers
Bobby Crawford
Maya

Ben Matusow



2024 OPEN MIC
& VENUE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR

APRIL

Nayeli workshop featuring a fruit tableau, Earl Sweatshirt,

and Gertrude Stein

Lys McGuire performs an incredible improvised poem based on the

word “apples”

Cameron Vanderwerf starts his run of persona pieces, signing up under a
different name on the open mic each week

Kat Anderson debuts as bartender & Jack Chasse performs a poem
(mostly) from the Cantab floor

Tongo Eisen-Martin (poet laureate of San Francisco) wanders onto the
open mic, goes over 3 minutes, but is so incredible we offer him a feature
on the spot. His feature later in the year ends up being an uninterrupted
thirty-minute mashup of his poems.
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MAY

Vo

March Penn's “Your Notebook Is Your Museum” workshop featuring
hypotaxis and parataxis

Briana Crockett debuts her memorable response poem to the “Would you
rather be left alone in a forest with a man or a bear” debate

Kai Wallin debuts the first in their series of discreet love letters to
medical professionals

Michael F. Gill improvises a contrapuntal on the open mic using
voice-to-text on his phone, and later does a group piece with Cameron
Vanderwerf, starting the Cantab/Game Over Books conspiracy theory!
Sam Bucci moved us all with pieces from her forthcoming chapbook,
“Poems My Dad Will Never Read.”

Regular reader Kim leaves for L.A., but gives us a farewell poem where
she actually hoped for an MBTA train delay, so she could lengthen and
savor her last day in Boston
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Kat Anderson group piece workshop

Jarvis Subia’s wrestling-themed piece features lines like “Less Randy More
Savage” and “No Gender Just Champion,” which prompts multiple hosts to
ask if we can put these phrases on t-shirts

"The only reason to write a group piece is so you can speak in unison"
Juneteenth spotlight featuring Left Eye, Donovan Beck,
mynameisblueskye, and Briana Crockett

Kai Wallin and Logan Lopez reprise their group piece from NorthBeast,
which was made extra special by both of their moms being present

to hear it

One person waiting on line for our sold out show may have offered $200,
cash-in-hand, to the bouncer to try to get in. Officially, we do not condone
bribery in any form. Unofficially, that was kind of rad.

ULY

Haiku workshop by Jade Kleiner

BPS slam team wins the Northbeast Regional Tournament!

Mary Schwabenland debuts their piece regarding whether or not you
would have sex with your clone

Amy Argentar and Aparna Paul's “Corn Maze/Maize” themed group piece
involved many people in the audience holding up pictures of corn as they
both walked throughout the entire room

Aparna Paul and their father both read poems on the open mic based on
the same prompt

BPS silent auction with great prizes like Myles” “Masculinity Parable
Tour” leather jacket, staff books bundles, mystery chapbooks, the ability to
commission a poem from staff members, and one-on-one coaching
sessions with Zeke Russell.

ru

e Kat Anderson's Furby poem(s) and Edie Churchill’s Furby response poem(s)

*  Youssef has the audience judge his poems during his feature as if it were
a slam

e Boston Poetry Slam becomes an official 501c3 non profit organization!

AUGUST

e Alex Kist workshop on the complicated subject of "home"

e James accidentally signs up for the staff/smoking section instead of the
open mic, and later became an honorary smoking section member for one
night only!

e Kimi introduced her work as “a happy poem,” which was misheard as "a
hockey poem.” Two poets later, AK announced that their pre-planned
piece was...a hockey poem!

e The part in the Campfire Slam where the audience harmonizes a dial
tone together

e Awesome poems: “Love Island Starring Jennifer Martinez,” Jay’s defiant
take on “No Gays in the BSA,” Zeke's spirited tribute to Massholes™,
Maura's “Rejection Letter From My Dream Journal”

SEPTEMBER

e Elana Lev Friedland workshop on the intersection of poetry and
performance art

e Ash’s Golden Shovel poem based on the Sloppy Jane lyric: “But my heart is
like a claw machine / Its only function is to reach / It can't hold on to
anything / No, I can't hold on to anything”.

e The surprise return of mythical Cantab poet Rudolf Stueger, who once
read us one-half of a translation back in 2016, and then came back to read
the second half seven years later

e Katya Zinn begins a tradition of saying “Welcome Home" to everyone she
introduces on the mic. The first person she introduced was Lily K, who
had just moved to their new home in Boston.

OCTOBER

e Workshop on assembling a manuscript for publication, led by Yena
Sharma Purmasir

* Longtime Cantab bartender Chris reads a farewell poem to the room

e Colin Killick’s farewell spotlight feature spanning a decade's worth
of poems

*  Nick Roberts finishes his long-running "Letter to Rilke" series

e Ericka Ainsley's gender-swapping Obi-Wan Kenobi poems

*  Gel, under the name MURDERH@RS, (and also wearing a horse mask)
sang/growled two poems in the style of death metal with 100% sincere
commitment, leaving the audience spellbound in laughter and complete
attention.

NOVEMBER

e Ed Wilkinson ephemera workshop

e Original regulars Jamie and Walter return to the open mic for the first
time since 1994, reading back-to-back

e David F's anti-ode to rhyming poems that kept getting progressively
unhinged until the audience was left awestruck

* Hallie Carton reads a found poem using lines from all the movie reviews
they’ve left online

DECEMBER

*  Amy Asherah workshop on writing for healing

e Several poets cover Nikki Giovanni on the open mic in lieu of her passing

e Hosts start naming their sections on the open mic for fun, including “all
bangers,” “legends,” and “no-pressure-perfection”

e Hunter's fantastic superhero poem, which was IMMEDIATELY followed by
Abbie Langmead’s banger superVILLAIN poem!

e The triumphant return of former Cantab host Kevin Spak, who performed
a thrilling, energetic, wrestling/state of US politics-themed poem

.@ <XXIXR)

Is there a stat you'd like us to count? Is your name missing, misspelled,
or wrong? For this and all other queries please talk to a staff member
or email questions@bostonpoetryslam.com <3




