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In 2023, the Boston Poetry Slam hosted 51 poetry 
nights. 49 of them happened downstairs at The 
Cantab Lounge, 
1: upstairs at the Cantab, 
1: outside at Starlight Square. 
1: canceled due to the Cantab basement being flooded!

All shows took place in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

In 2023: 51 Wednesdays of Poetry 
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Our Wednesday night show 
began between 7:58 PM and 
8:04 PM a total of 48 times. 

There were two early shows that started at 
7:00 PM and 7:32 PM, and one later show 
that started at 9:48 PM. 

There were an 
average of 30.4 
readers on the open 
mic each night, with 
the most being 39, 
and the fewest being 
23.

The 2023 opening spiel 
lasted between 5 & 12 

minutes. On average, the smoking 
section (where the staff reads their own 
work) started at 9:30 PM, but has started as 
early as 9:03 PM and as late as 9:45 PM. 

On average, the open mic 
ended at 9:55 PM, with the earliest 
ending being at 9:11 PM, and the latest 
ending being 10:16 PM. The break between 
the open mic and the feature lasted an 
average of 16.04 minutes. 

On average, our Wednesday show ended at 
10:55 PM, with the earliest finish at 10:06 
PM, and the latest finish at 11:41 PM.

 The average total attendance was 80.98 
people per Wednesday, 

with three shows having 100 or more people coming in & out 
throughout the night. Thank you to the door staff of BPS and 

The Cantab Lounge for monitoring the occupancy of our show, 
and making sure it never exceeds its legal capacity!

30.4

There were 10 qualifying and/or 
team-selection poetry slams 
in 2023. We also had 8 themed shows: 

Poetry Theatre Night, The Haiku Tournament, 
The Pokemon Slam, The Dead Poets' Slam, The 

Late Night "Truth or Dare" Open Mic, The Chaos 
vs. Order Slam, The Love vs. Death Slam, and The 20 

Questions Slam.

The 2023 staff of The Boston Poetry Slam 
consisted of... Myles Taylor, Michael F. Gill, Kat Anderson, Amy 
Argentar, Zeke Russell, Aparna Paul, Nayeli Mzîn, Briana Crockett, Alex 
Kist, Jackie Barnes, and Katya Zinn. Special thanks to outgoing staff 
members Dawn Gabriel, Sam Cha, and Jimmy Pavlick.

Our regular bartender is Adam Mandell!

2023 Boston Poetry Slam team: 
Aparna Paul, Kai Wallin, Skylar Sweet Cheeks, Logan Lopez, 
& Arielle Gray. The team was Northbeast Regional Finalists, 
finishing in 4th place.

After 8 open slams and 1 tournament, our 2023 Haiku 
champion was Aparna Paul, who defeated March Penn 9 to 8 

after they both went head-to-head for 17 rounds!

Data Cantabulated by Michael f. gill
infographic designed by Kat Gunther

Boston Poetry Slam

Attendance 

We respect the fire code.

Total head-count from every 
show in 2023. This graph is 
not representative of the total 
number of people in the venue 
at one time, as some poets 
leave the show early while 
others arrive late...
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John Paul Davis, 
Mariama Savage, 

Dominique “Mo” Durden, 
Chen Chen, 

Ricky Orng, 
Jarvis Subia, 

Catherine Weiss, 
Karen Garrabrant, 

Patrick Roche, 

EL Evelyn, 
Kristian Macaron, 

Yehya Barakat, 
Jeff McDaniel, 

Hanif Abdurraqib, 
Maya Williams, 

Yena Sharma Purmasir, 
Essmaa Litim, 
Letta Neely, 

Zee Stewart, 
Ryan Phung, 

Billy Tuggle, 
Damian Rucci, 

Joshua Nguyen, 
Courtney LeBlanc, 

Jimmy Pavlick, 
Sara Eve Fermin, 

Matthew E. Henry, 

Anthony Febo, 
Krysten Hill, 

Ren L[i]u, 
Zeke Russell, 
Myles Taylor, 

Jess Rizkallah, 

& 
Phillip Hasouris.

It’s a di�cult task to list all the regular readers, listeners, and visitors 
who came to our venue in 2023, but after looking at our open mic sign-up sheets from the past year, here’s our attempt at listing all the poets that visited or shared 
their work with us frequently. It’s in alphabetical order and does not include the previously listed names! Our 2023 reading community includes:

There were 34 featured poets at our shows in 2023: 

Adam Z, 
Allie Burke, 

Amaliena, 
Amy See, 
Ariadne, 

Ash S, 
Ben Tolkin, 

Binx, 
Bob Cohen, 

Bubbles, 
C.S. Taylor, 

Cam G, 
Cameron V, 

Caroline Belisle, 
Casey J, 

Charlie R,
Charlie V, 
Chris Rye, 

Colin Killick, 
D. Donna, 

Daniel Letona, 
Dank The Poet, 

Danny Riordan, 

David Sherman, 
Daz, 

Deebs, 
Deirdre Mccarthy, 

Eben Bein, 
Eddy Martinez, 

Eli Kane, 
Ella Q, 
Ember, 

Emery Volpe, 
Emmanuel 

Oppong-Yeboah, 
Eren Peterson, 

Florian Knollmann, 
Frank, 

Gunnar Heckler, 
Hallie Carton, 

Hyder H, 
Isaiah N, 

J.R Mahung, 
J.V. Smoove, 

Jack Chasse, 
Jacq Roderick, 

Jade Kleiner, 
Jared Haughton, 

Jenna C, 
Jennifer Martinez, 

Kaitie Dilan, 
Kat Gunther, 
Keaton Howl, 

Kelsey Kessler, 
Kris Cho, 
Lillie C, 

Lip Manegio, 
Lou B, 

Lynnette R, 
March Penn, 

Mariam Paracha, 
Mckendy Fils-Aime, 

Meaghan Ford, 
Meira T, 

Meredith Lakis, 
M-Zilla, 

Namratha, 
Nick Roberts, 

Nilya, 

Oliver B, 
Osama Brosh, 

Otto Vock, 
Pete Willette, 
Raechel Segal, 

Rina, 
River V, 

s.m.  DECKER, 
Sam Bucci, 

Sara H, 
Sarah King,

shannon Russo, 
Shawn Dermer, 

Simon Ginet, 
Siraj Ali, 
Sramana, 
Sue Savoy, 

TJ Jones, 
Tori P, 

Vaughn S, 
Widdershins, 
Will Flores, 
& Youssef M.

Is there a stat you’d like us to cou nt? Is your name missing, misspelled, or wrong? 
For this, and all other queries, please talk to a staff member or email questions@bostonpoetryslam.com 

New stats we are aiming to track in 2024:
# of languages spoken 
# of group pieces performed 
# of times a poet reads on the open mic or slam 
# of first timers on the open mic

Other stats we have considered tracking:
# of times the show has sold out 
# of poems recited from memory 

# of genders that are bathroom-neutral 
# of significant looks given to poets whose 
open-mic poems go over 
three minutes 

# of "fresh vegetables" served each week 
# of times a poet read the second half of their 
poem the following week/month/year 
# of times the front and/or bathroom door had 
to be drop-kicked open 
# of times a poet's introduction to their poem 
was longer than their actual work 
# of times the host had to remind attendees that 
the back stairs are haunted by the ghost of a rat 
king, and that they must vacate that area as 
soon as possible.
After the featured poet announced the cost of 
their book, the # of times the crowd responded 
in unison with “Only_____ dollars?! You can’t 
afford NOT to buy it!"

Off the dome!

Significant look  >> { } If knowledge is 
currency, that’s a damn 

fine exchange rate!


